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Petri Aarnio, Violin

Taija Kilpiö, Violin

Ilari Angervo, Viola

Joel Laakso, Cello

„compelling to the core“ (Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung)

As one of the leading Nordic quartets, the New Helsinki Quartet includes some of the finest Finnish musicians. Three of its members are leaders or principals of the Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra. The repertoire of this versatile ensemble ranges from the classical to the avant-garde, and their special affinity with contemporary music has led them to premieres and performances of works by composers such as Jouni Kaipainen, Pehr Erik Nordgren, Einojuhani Rautavaara, Aulis Sallinen and Joonas Kokkonen. In November 2004, the New Helsinki Quartet founded their own string quartet series in Helsinki, to which they frequently invite renowned guest quartets such as the Juilliard or Hagen Quartets.
The New Helsinki Quartet recently celebrated its 25th anniversary, with a series of concerts that included two birthday concerts within their own quartet series in Helsinki. In addition to the Finnish premiere of a work by Kaipainen with the Finnish mezzo Lilli Paasikivi, these programmes included works by Schubert, Mendelssohn, Brahms and Haydn. In its anniversary season, the New Helsinki Quartet also made its debuts in the Philharmonie Cologne, Auditorio Nacional Madrid and CCB Lisbon. After their enthusiastically received Cologne debut, the Kölnische Rundschau wrote „A demonstration of outstanding musicality and versatility, with which the Finnish ensemble made an impressive debut in Cologne.“
Founded in 1982, the New Helsinki Quartet had already won first prizes at the competitions of Viitasaari and Concertina Praga by 1984. They first captured international attention in 1994 as prize winners at the International String Quartet Competition London where they received no less than three awards including the Audience Prize and the Sydney-Griller-Award for the best performance of the contemporary work. They were subsequently invited by Wigmore Hall to give their debut as part of the “Young Masters” series, which was so successful that they were immediately re-invited to play the final concert of the 1995/1996 season. In 1997, the New Helsinki Quartet received one of the most important Finnish awards, the Nuori Suomi, which is granted once a year to individual artists or ensembles for outstanding achievements within the arts. The New Helsinki Quartet’s discography includes Janacek’s String Quartets No. 1 and 2, Sibelius’s op. 56 „Voces Intimae“ and Grieg’s String Quartet No. 1 (Warner Finlandia) as well as Weber’s Clarinet Quintet with Kari Kriikku (Ondine).

The New Helsinki Quartet has already appeared in Europe, Australia, Japan and Israel. They have played in such prestigious concert halls as the Concertgebouw Amsterdam, Konzerthaus Berlin, Herkulessaal München, Frankfurter Museumsgesellschaft, Konserthus Stockholm, Tonhalle Zürich, Auditorio Nacional de Espana Madrid, Megaron Athens, Wigmore Hall and Barbican London as well as in Barcelona and Valencia. In addition, the Quartet has already been invited to the major Scandinavian music festivals in Helsinki, Copenhagen, Bergen and Kuhmo as well as to the City of London Festival. In 1998, they played Bartok’s six string quartets on two subsequent days at the Helsinki Festival. Highlights of the 2009/2010 season included concerts at Wigmore Hall in London and at the Lincoln Center New York. In July 2010, the New Helsinki Quartet made its Asian debut at the Hong Kong International Chamber Music Festival, followed by their Rheingau Musik Festival debut in August 2010. 

Petri Aarnio studied at the Sibelius Academy with Lajos Garam and at the East Helsinki Music Institute with Geza Szilvay. He continued his studies in New York with Dorothy DeLay und Joel Smirnoff between 1984 and 1990. Petri Aarnio is the leader of the Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra and plays a Vincenzo Ruggeri violin made in 1696.

Taija Kilpiö started playing the violin in 1979 at the Lahti Conservatory and continued her studies with Seppo Tukiainen and Mi-Kyung Lee at the Sibelius Academy, graduating in 2000. She also studied with Zinaida Gilels, Ilja Grubert and Pavel Vernikov at the Kuhmo Violin School, and from 1998 to 1999 with Mihaela Martin at the Hochschule der Künste in Cologne. Today, Taija Kilpiö is leader of the Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra and a member of the Virtuosi di Kuhmo Chamber Orchestra. She plays a Goffredo Cappa violin.

Ilari Angervo studied at the Sibelius Academy with Helge Valtonen and Jouko Mansnerus. From 1988 to 1990, he continued his studies with Wolfram Christ at the Hochschule der Künste in Berlin. Since 1990, Ilari Angervo has been the Principal Violist of the Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra. As a soloist, he has appeared with the major orchestras in Finland as well as in Germany, Russia and Japan. He plays a J. B. Guadagnini viola made in 1762.

Joel Laakso started playing the cello at the Music Institute of Riihimäki and continued his studies at the Sibelius Academy, where he studied with Martti Rousi from 1997. Joel Laakso also studied with Torleif Thedéen at the Edsberg Chamber Music Institut in Sweden. He is a member of the Virtuosi di Kuhmo Chamber Orchestra and plays a cello made by Eero Haahti in 2003.
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